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March 6, 2013 Board Meeting: 
 
Board Highlights is a communiqué from the AVUHSD Board of Trustees to the employees of the 
AVUHSD. 
 
 
Reports and Presentations: 
 
Knight High School ICC students Jose Lopez, Valeria Ramirez, Sabrina Soriano, Sochima Ezechukwu, 
Chiemeka Ezechukwu, and Katrina Javiniar emphasized their desire to implement activities that included all 
students. Some examples included their “Random Acts of Kindness” campaign, CAHSEE preparation month 
activities, and the upcoming film festival in Lancaster. The KHS Digital Design and Engineering Academy 
presented wooden name tags to each board member designed and produced by students. 

Antelope Valley High School Principal Mr. Matt Anderson introduced the Agriculture Program students 
Cynthia Alvarado, Allison Gutierrez, and teacher Mr. Neil Love. They provided an update on the progress 
made toward revitalizing the program which included renovating one of the greenhouses.  This was done in 
partnership with the Antelope Valley Fair.  Specifically, the students now have a modern hydroponics system in 
place to grow produce that will be sold at the local farmers market. Students explained what the hydroponics 
system does and provided examples of the fresh produced from the school. Phase two of the renovation project 
will include restoration of the fields along Avenue I and 3rd Street East. Additional partners working with AVHS 
include the University of Antelope Valley, AV Fair 50th District Ag. Assoc., Kinetic Brewery, and Vallarta 
Supermarkets.  
 
Dr. Larry Freise presented a report on truancy for the District. The information helped to clarify the 
information provided in a recently published newspaper article. Specifically, that our truancy rates were based 
on criteria delineated in Education Code, and by using the same criteria to identify truancy, as other Districts, 
our rates lined up very closely with the norm. 
 
Mrs. Brenda Yardeen presented the 2nd Interim Report which identifies the District as having a “Qualified” 
certification. In addition, Mrs. Yardeen reviewed the first version of this year’s Budget Reduction Proposal for 
2013-14 (see attached Draft 1). The document changes each year based on the information currently available. 
For this year’s version, one column represents the budget reductions needed under current funding practices, 
while the second column represents a possible scenario using the Governor’s proposed Local Control Funding 
Formula (LCFF). As you will see the LCFF presents a better picture for education, however it still indicates the 
need to reduce approximately $6.9 million dollars for next school year. 
 
From AVTA: 
AVTA lead negotiator Mr. Raymond Hart spoke to the Board regarding the second interim report and his 
concern over showing the need to reduce based on preliminary information. 

From CSEA: 
CSEA President Mr. Scott Fish spoke to the Board about the proposed items for negotiating this year, and 
about looking at the position of locker room attendants.   



 
From the Board/Superintendent: 
Board Student Member Mr. Anthony Barros spoke about his recent trip to Washington D.C. and participating 
in their education senate. He met Laura Bush and several other dignitaries during his visit. He also gave a “shout 
out” to all the students in the District as they prepare to take this year’s CAHSEE. 

Board Member Mrs. Donita Winn spoke regarding the progress made at Antelope Valley’s Agriculture 
program and facility, stating we all look forward to its continued renovation and future development. Mrs. Winn 
appreciated the recent apology from students at Eastside HS who were a bit disruptive during the honor band 
concert a few weeks ago. She also thanked everyone for their support and caring gestures toward her daughter as 
she recovers from a recent illness. 

Board Vice President Mrs. Jill McGrady spoke about her recent visit to Lancaster High School’s robotics 
program and emphasized what a great program it is for the school and community. It is great to see such a 
wonderful partnership between the school and community. Also, while visiting Lancaster HS she got to hear 
motivational speaker and Olympian Adam Wheeler who addressed the students. 

Superintendent Dr. David Vierra thanked Student Board Member Anthony Barros for doing a great job 
representing the District in Washington D.C. 

 

 
 

 

The next Regular Board Meeting is Wednesday, April 3, 2013 


