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April 18, 2012 Board Meeting: 
 
Board Highlights is a communiqué from the AVUHSD Board of Trustees to the employees of the AVUHSD. 

 

Reports and Presentations: 

 

Nick Pontius, John Graham, Amber Tepe, Natalie Wenzel, Victor Gabe Ruiz, and Anthony David Macphersen of 

the Lancaster High School Robotics Team did a presentation on their 2012 competitive season, and also provided a brief 

demonstration using their practice robot.  The presentation included a short video demonstrating the tasks required of the 

robot during the competition.  This year’s theme is “Breaking Barriers with the Right Stuff.”  Keeping with the theme, the 

robot’s name is X-1.  The competitive season begins with a six week design and build, using provided materials and 

knowing the nature of the competitive tasks to be completed.  After finishing first place in Colorado, the team is now 

preparing for international competition to take place in St. Louis. 

 

We wish Lancaster Robotics the best of luck! 

 

Two Knight High School students were recognized for their efforts as part of the “Save the Drama” club.  The club is 

partially sponsored through the local Domestic Violence Shelter, whose president was in attendance to present the 

recognition to Briana Jones and Larren McGee. 

 

Chris and Megan Andrews gave a presentation on PHS’s FAST Academy.  Specifically they addressed their efforts to 

improve student academic performance through the implementation of a “Red Card” system.  The system is meant to 

influence students in a positive environment that motivates them to improve their grades.  Initial statistics indicate the 

program is having a positive effect. 

 

Mat Havens introduced committee member John Mancino, of the District Bond Oversight Committee. Mr. Mancino 

presented a report to the Board, which represents their final report and now dissolves the group in their formal capacity. 

The Board made a presentation to members of the committee. Members included John Mancino, Betty Ann Jones, and 

Kermit Franklin, 

 

From AVTA: 

AVTA President Gene Smith expressed his concerns over the District’s plan to work with Desert Sands and Opportunities 

for Learning to offer summer school.   

From the Board/Superintendent: 

 

Board President Donita J. Winn recognized a number of people for acts of kindness.  Mrs. Winn specifically 

acknowledged fellow board members for the following: 

 Mr. Jim Lott for his 30 plus years of service on the Valley Oasis Board. 

 Mrs. Barbara Willibrand for her time spent setting up basketball and football programs for local kids. 

 Ms. Kathy Carothers for regularly collecting and delivering bottle caps as an on-going fundraiser for kids. 

 Mrs. Jill McGrady for her work with local youth while directing plays. 

 

Mrs. Winn also mentioned Vickie Tulk for her efforts keeping fresh flowers in her office, and for community leader Lou 

Gonzales of Antelope Valley Chevrolet for his continued support of the “Cool to Stay in School” program. 

The next Regular Board Meeting is Wednesday, May 2, 2012 


