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October 17, 2012 Board Meeting: 
 
Board Highlights is a communiqué from the AVUHSD Board of Trustees to the employees of the 
AVUHSD. 
 
 
Reports and Presentations:  
 
Antelope Valley High School ICC students Capricieo Ring, Jasmine Rivas, Ruth Quintanilla, Elina Moya, 
Kern Pape, Shelby McCaslin provided a brief history of the school as they spoke about the great success of the 
previous weekend’s centennial celebration.  Students particularly emphasized the great community support 
ranging from closing Lancaster Blvd. for the homecoming parade to the bi-plane flyover prior to the game.  
Saturday was also very enjoyable with hundreds of alumni coming to the school and participating in tours, and a 
group picture on the newly completed football field.   
 
Also, spoke about the school celebrating their recent 29 point increase on the API score. 

Knight High School ICC Students Astrid Lainez, Lizette Rodriguez, Antonio Javiniar, Jacqueline Laris 

spoke about the schools use of Remind 101 which helps teachers keep students and parents up to date on the 

latest news from their classrooms. 

Reports: 

2011-12 Assessment Results: Dr. Michael Vierra gave the board a presentation on the recently released State 

assessment results.  Some highlights include: 

 AVUHSD API grew 3 points in 2011-12 from its base.  This results in a 100 point growth over 

the past ten years. 

 Seven of nine of the comprehensive high schools grew with LHS achieving 30 point growth, 

and AVHS achieving a 29 point growth. 

 LnHS met its growth target of 18 points. 

 Two alternative schools made significant growth, Desert Winds (28) and R. Rex Parris (71). 

 Four comprehensive schools are over 700. 

 SOAR grew to 945. 

 

From CSEA: 

CSEA President Mr. Scott Fish spoke about the importance of everyone getting out and voting on November 6.  

He also spoke in support of Proposition 30 and opposition to Proposition 32. 

 

From AVTA: 

AVTA President Mr. Dan Shy spoke about the improved communication that now exists between the District 

and AVTA.  They are looking forward to the upcoming meeting on November 2 as an opportunity to start 

talking about the issues that still exist, and start preparing for negotiations. 

 

 



 
From the Board/Superintendent: 
 
Board Student Member Mr. Anthony Barros thanked the Board, District, and School for their great support of 

the centennial celebration. 

Board Member Ms. Kathy Carothers expressed the recent API scores are a reason to celebrate.  She wanted to 

emphasize this occurs because of the hard work of the teachers and staff on each of our campuses.  Also, we 

need to recognize the great effort of our students in taking the tests seriously.  Ms. Carothers also spoke on the 

previous weekend’s events at AV and that she was proud to be an alumna.  

Ms. Carothers also wanted to send out a special thanks to AV Principals Secretary Jennifer Nieves for her great 

effort and support of the event.  She was everywhere and the go to person for the event. 

Board Clerk Mrs. Jill McGrady echoed the sentiments of Ms. Carothers regarding the API scores and AV 

centennial celebration. 

Board Vice President Mrs. Barbara Willibrand also enjoyed the weekend’s festivities and is proud of 

everyone for the increased test scores. 

Board Member Mr. Jim Lott spoke about the great job done by faculty and staff at each of our schools, and 

also the students.  Thanked the City of Lancaster for their support of AV through closing the Blvd. for the 

homecoming parade.  He also spoke about our campuses being educationally fit as they provide a sound learning 

environment for everyone on those campuses.  He wanted to particularly thank the custodial staffs for helping to 

make that possible. 

Superintendent Dr. David Vierra as an alumnus of AV he was very proud of this weekend’s activities.  Also 

thanked all of the employees for the work they do in support of our students. 

Board President Mrs. Donita Winn spoke about the fantastic test scores.  Thanked everyone for providing all 

kids a great education.  Also, really enjoyed the fireworks at AV’s homecoming and thanked all of those 

individuals involved.  Also, specifically mentioned Jennifer Nieves for her great efforts on behalf of the school 

and students.  Mrs. Winn also reminded everyone that Friday, October 19 was Palmdale’s homecoming and Hall 

of Fame induction. 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Regular Board Meeting is Wednesday, November 7, 2012 


